Book reviews
Atlas of Histopathology of the Skin by G H Percival MD PhD FRCPE DPH, George L Montgomery CBE TD MD PhD FRSE FRFPS(G) FRCPE and T C Dodds FIMLT FIBP FRPS 2nded ppxi+490 illustrated £6 lOs Edinburgh &London: E& SLivingstone 1962 The first edition of this work appeared in 1947 and it is not surprising, therefore, to find many changes in this new volume. The histopathology of some conditions has been completely revised; this is particularly noticeable in connexion with the pemphigus group. A number of new conditions are included for the first time. A short descriptive text has been added to each disease or group of diseases, but the work still remains essentially an atlas, little attempt being made to explain the mechanism of the pathological changes which are noted.
The photographs are all in colour, and many are excellent; but colour photomicrographs have their limitations and at times convey little more than an impression. It seems that the authors appreciated this and tried to remedy the fault by making pictures at various magnifications.
The book is intended for the postgraduate student in dermatology and pathology and will no doubt prove of considerable value in this restricted field. It is doubtful if it will be widely used by practising dermatologists.
Chemistry of Drug Metabolism by William H Fishman PhD
American Lecture Series No. 433 pp xvii +235 iUustrated 84s Springfield, 111.: Charles C Thomas Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1961 It is not quite clear for whom this monograph in the 'Bannerstone Division of American Lectures in Living Chemistry' has been written. The series is claimed to advance 'knowledge of chemical medicine in the cause of clinical practice', but it would be a rare practising physician indeed who could digest this concentrated synopsis of the biochemistry of drug metabolism. Even if he did, it is doubtful whether it would help him very much in his conduct of medical treatment. However, for what the General Editor quaintly calls 'the key hybrid investigator', presumably the pharmacologist and biochemist engaged in research on mode of drug action and drug metabolism, this concise and scholarly review would be a most valuable addition to his bookshelf. It is by no means exhaustive, but it does cover the most important mechanisms by which the body deals with both endogenous and exogenous compounds, and gives fully documented examples of changes undergone by a number of commonly used drugs. The author's own interests in glucuronic acid conjugation and P-glucuronidase are reflected in the space allotted to these topics, and the convincing claim he makes for their key importance in normal physiology.
It is only the presentation that provokes some minor criticisms. One regrets that more care was not given to proof-reading (e.g., several errors in chemical formuhe occur), and to neater reproduction of the hand-drawn parts of the figures. Fundamentals of Radiobiology by Z M Bacq and Peter Alexander 2nd ed, revised pp xii+555 illustrated 70s Oxford, &c.: Pergamon Press 1961 This new revised edition of 'Bacq & Alexander' confirms its position as the best survey in English of academic radiobiology. It is not a reference source for answers to practical clinical questions of radiation protection or damage.
In order to affect matter, radiation must be absorbed by physical processes and the absorbed energy converted into chemical change. In living matter, chemical changes express themselves in biochemical or genetical terms and ultimately in cellular or tissue lesions. Radiobiology is thus a subject involving many scientific disciplines and it is a real achievement to have presented a coherent and lucid picture of such a wide, confused and difficult field. Nevertheless, the obverse of this success is probably inevitable: there are omissions and in places a certain lack of balance. Such criticisms are disarmingly anticipated by the authors in their foreword and as long as they are remembered this book can be thoroughly recommended.
Child Health in the Tropics edited by D B Jelliffe MD FRCP FAPHA DCH DTM&H ppv+144 9s London: Edward Arnold 1962 The introduction to this book describes it as having been prepared for use selectively by medical and para-medical personnel and especially by instructors and trainees of these various types of staff. It is by members of Makerere Medical School and is essentially a handbook. It would seem that it has been written more for the needs of para-medical and nursing staff than doctors. For medical auxiliaries, dispensary attendants and nurses whose work lies with children in the tropics this book fills an important gap in the available literature and can be strongly recommended. For doctors involved in the train-
